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1 "T"he Children of Israel continued to do what was euvil in the eyes of HASHEM,
once Fhud died. * HASHEM delivered them into the hand of Jabin, king of
Canaan, * who reigned in Hazor. The general of his ammy was Sisera, who dwelt
in Harosheth-goiim. 3 The Children of Israel cried out to HASHEM, for [Sisera] had
nine hundred iron chariots, and he oppressed the Children of Israel forcefully for
twenty years. k

4 Deborah was a prophetess, * the wife of Lappidoth;* she judged Israel at
that time. 3 She would sit under the date palm of Deborah, * between Ramah
and Beth-el on Mount Ephraim, and the Children of Israel would go up to her for
judgment. ¢ She sent and summoned Barak son of Abinoam of Kedesh-naphtali
and said to him, “Behold, HASHEM, the God of Israel, has commanded, ‘Go and
convince [the people to go] toward Mount Tabor, and take with you ten
thousand men from the children of Naphtali and from the children of Zebulun!
7| will draw toward you — to Kishon Brook — Sisera, the general of
Jabin's army, with his charfot and his multitude; and [ shail deliver him into your
hand.” " -
8 Barak said lo her, “If you go with me, | will go; but if you do not go with me,

[ will not go.™* S
9 She said, “Indeed, | will go with you — but the path on which you have
chosen to go will not be for your glory, for HAsHEM will have delivered Sisera info
the hand of a womnan." Then Deborah got up and went with Barak to Kedesh:

10 Barak mustered Zebulun and Naphtali to Kedesh, and ten thousand men

ascended in his footsteps; and Deborah went up with him.
" 11 (Heber the Kenite had become separated from the Kenites, from the chil-

dren of Hobab, father-in-law of Moses, and pitched his tents as far as the Plain”

of Zaanannim, which is near Kedesh.)*
12 They told Sisera that Barak son of Abinoam had gone up to Mount Tabor.

13 Sisera mustered all his chariots — nine hundred iron chariots — and all th‘é:

people who were with him, from Harosheth-goiim to Kishon Brook. o
\s Deborah said to Barak, “Arise! For this is the day when HASHEM has
delivered Sisera into your hand — behold, HASHEM has gone forth before yo'u!‘,'Ar
So Barak descended from Mount Tabor with the ten thousand men behind him.
15 HASHEM panicked Sisera and all the chariots and the entire camp by the edge

of the sword before Barak;
feet. ' Barak chased after
goiim; and the entire camp
was left.
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s ie;;a g::cgnbgts feet fc/) the tent of Jael, the wife of Heber the Kenite for
w i { :
plabtaind een Jabin, king of Hazor, and the House of Heber the

Sisera dL?mounled from his chariot and fled on his
theAchanots and after the camp until Harosheth.
of Sisera fell by the edge of the sword; not even one

covered him with a blanket. l
'® He said to her, "Give me now a-bit of
She opened a skin of milk, gave him

“St
and at the entrance of the lent, and it shall be that if any man will come and

a.sicl f;jou(anrji say, 'Is anyone here?" Yyou shall say, ‘No!' "
i dea ,IULIL)[;fe of Heber, took a tent peg, placed a hammer in her hand came to
oo y,hgnd drove the peg into his temple and it went througl"l into the
o [g} ile] he was s{eeping deeply and exhausted — and he died
o “Cor; acrialk was pursuing Sisera, and Jael went out loward him and told
bem,)ld Se Ba:r : will ;h[?w you the man whomn you seek!” He camne to her and
— was fallen, dead, with the in hi
i : A peg in his termple.
lsrae?r;tf-};te d:y Zod subjuggted Jabin, king of Canaan, before the Children of
Jab(,-,. o én of the Cfuldren of Israel became progressively harsh over
, king of Canaan, until they destroyed Jabin, king of Canaan

L eborah sang — as 1
Dmg: g well as Barak son of Abinoam — on that day, say-
% When vengeances are inflicted
God] — bless HasHewm.
? Hear, O kings; give ear,
to HasHem, God of Israelt

* HASHEM, as You left Seir *
\ . as You strode from the fields of E
quaked and even the heapens trickled; even the clouds dfippedfgze‘zrme et

* Mountains meited pe id Sinai
o o fore HasHEM — as did Sinai — before HASHEM, the God

6
N aén dthe days of Shamgar son of Anath, in the da
-€ased, and those who traveled on paths went by circuitous roads

" They stopped living i
g in unwalled towns j ]
Deborah, arose; [ arose as a mother in Isr:esl. 1 forael they sopped: |

8 When it chose new gods, war came ¢
€en among forty thousand in Israel?

/ waler to drink, because | am thirsty.”
to drink, and covered him, 2 He said to her

upon Israel and the Ppeople dedicates itself [to

O princes! |, to HasHeM shall | sing; I shall sing praise .

ys of Jael, highway travel

O its gates; was even a shield or a spear
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to the people,
s My heart is with the lawgivers of Israel who are devoted to
[saying,| “Bless HASHEM. "

ent, and 'gou who walk
w0 O riders of white don

keys, [you] who sit in_judgm

the roads, speak up! S :
' Rather than the sound of arrows [aimed] at the water-drawers, there they
will recount the righteous deeds of HASHEM, the righteous deeds for His open ci-
ties in Israel. Then the people of HASHEM descended [again] to the [open] cities;*
2 Give praise, give praise, O Deborah! Give praise, give praise, utter a song!
Arise, O Barak, and capture your prisoners, O son of Abinoarmn!

" Now the survivor dominates the mightiest of the people; HASHEM has given )

me dominion over the strong ones.

' From Ephraim, * whose root [fought] against Amalek:* after you éa}ne

Berjamin with your peoples. From Machir descended lawgivers; and from
Zebulun, those who ply the scribal quil.

'3 The leaders of Issachar were with Deborah, and so was [therestof] Issachar -

with Barak; into the valley he was sent on his feet. But in the indecision of
Reuben there was great deceit. '

16 Why did you remain sitting at the borders to hear the bleatings of the flocks?

The indecision of Reuben demands great investigation. *

17 Gilead dwelled across the Jordan; and Dan — why did he gather [his
valuables] onto ships? But Asher lived by the shores of seas and remained [to
protect] his open [borders|. S

18 Zebulun is a people that risked its life to the death, and so did Naphtali, on
the heights of the battlefield. .

1% Kings came and fought * — then the kings of Canaan fought, from Taanach
to the waters of Megiddo, without accepting monetary reward. e

% From heaven they fought, the very stars from their orbits did battle with
Sisera. * ‘ .

#! Kishon Brook swept them away — the ancient brook, Kishon Brook — big
I myself trod it vigorously. * R ¢

% Then the horses' heels were pounded by the gallopings, the gallopings of
their mighty riders. .

B "“Curse Meroz,”* said the angel of HASHEM, “Curse! Cursed a¥e its inhabi.
lants, for they failed to come to aid [the nation of] HASHEM, to aid [the nation.off
HasHEM against the mighty. " o

* Blessed by women is Jael, wife of Heber the Kenite: by women in the tent
will she blessed. .

 He asked for water, she gave him milk; in a stately saucer she presented
cream. ’ :

2 She stretched her hand to the peg and her right hand to the laborers’ ham-
mer. She hammered Sisera, severed his head, smashed and pierced his temple,

21 At her feet he knelt, he fell, he lay. At her feet he knelt, he fell; thE'fE he knelt,
ll, vanquished. .

thi:emhﬁoﬁgh theqwindow she gazed; Sisera's mother peered through the win-
dow. “Why is his chariot delayed in coming? Why are the hoofbeats of his
carriages so late?"

2 The wisest of her ladies answer her, and she, too, offers herself responses.

0 "Are they not finding [and] dividing loot? A comely [capliue], two come(y
[captives], for every man; booty of colored garments for Sisera, booty of colorec‘i.
embroidery, colored, doubly embroidered garments for the necks of the looters.

3 So may all Your enemies be destroyed, O HASHEM! And let those who love
Him be like the powerfully rising sun.

And the land was tranquil for forty years.
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D r‘LN Metuwar Mg

The Gemara stated previously that seven prophetesses prophe-
sied to Israel. The Gemara now enumerates them:
I Jxn mx3y vaw — Who were these seven prophetesses?
Anox) AT 91K R AT DR MY - Sarah, Miriam,
Deborah, Hannah, Avigail, Chuldah and Esther.
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14 When you come to the Land* that HasHEM, your God, gives you,“dnd.
possess it, and settle in it, and you will say, "I will set a king over myself,
all the nations that are around me."” ' You shall surely set over yourseif a king:
whorn HASHEM, your God, shall choose; from among your brethren shall you
set a king over yourself; you cannot place over yourself a foreign man, whals:
not your brother. ' Only he shall not have too many horses for himself, so that;
he will not retum the people to Egypt in order to increase horses, for HASHEM
has said to you, “You shall no longer return on this road again. " 7 And he chal
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The Gemara dwells on the topic of Deborah:

SARRTAD NAYD KW,

— And she sat under a palm tree.1*

TR R RW ORD - Why did Deborah choose to judge Israel
while sitting under a palm tree, rather than under a different
species?d  mYWIR 12 pwRY 1 MR — R’ Shimon ben

Avshalom®4 said:

- mwn — Because Deborah was careful

not to transgress the prohibition against yichud ¥ She therefore
chose a palm tree, whose branches are very high, so that she and
others with her would be clearly visible.1

anx 127 — Another [reason] she chose to sit under a palm tree
was because it symbolized the Jews of her generation:  n17Rn AR
nx 2% K919 1y — Just as this palm tree has only one heart "
ovpwaw Taxy MK 2k KYx oY A XY W INRIY SR AR -
so, too, the nation of Israel in that generation had only one
heart for their Father in heaven,
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Another statement that relates to Moses’ wealth:
J01 31 R — R’ Yochanan said:  wn R )13 WITRa PR

. inyoy — The Holy One, Blessed is He, rests His Presence (the

prophetic spirit)  ™my1 Dam Wy Maa Yy Xpx — only on [a
person who is] mighty, and wealthy, and wise, and humble.!*)
nwnn 17191 — And all of these prerequisites are inferred from




‘T'he Gemara now presents various teachings concerning the

SR EEEN l@}\] 26 MEGILLA seven prophetesses:
12M1 37 K —~ Rav Nachman said:  wib koo o x5 —
Prominence'™ is not becoming to women. ypm »w) *nan
WMWY M) PN~ For there were two prominent women, and
the meanings of their names were repulsive. ARy XN
XN721 — One’s name meant bee,*!  xnwia7z may xym -
and one's name meant weasel.”® nbwny,, 13 213 xpman
"713% X1pn) — Concerning the “bee” (Deborah), it is written:
And she sent and called Barak.' 3235 n91x X5 wmx oy —
However, she herself did not go to him. :m3 a:n3 XRWIan3
“wxy 1K, — Concerning the *“weasel” (Chuldah), it is
written: Tell the man.”"  75n% 1nx,, 1K k%) — But she
did not more respectfully say: Tell the king.!®®

(\Q) ¢! @ Pesact in
m7127a e nRnon KIS K kg ok — Wesee thatifheisa
prophet his prophecy deserts him from an incident that
occurred with Deborah the prophetess. 227 — For in the
Song of Deborah, after she names two of Israel’s earlier leaders, it
is writtem:™ "nRW 7127 TNRY YT DXIWE P b,
« 9w ox — They ceased to dwell in the open cities, those
of Israélvéedsed; until Deborah arose, until a mother arose in
Israel ete. Deborah thus haughtily praised herself while casting
aspersions upon her predecessors.®® 213 — And shortly
afterwards it is written:'6! =127 MW AT MY My,
o — Awake, awake, Deborah; awake, awake, and speak
song etc.! This teaches that the spirit of prophecy deserted
Deborah and she was obliged to plead for its return. Clearly, this
was caused by her haughty words.
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The Gemara returns to the subject of the authorship of Hallel:
121 un — The Rabbis taught in a Baraisa: TR m m Y —
THIS HALLEL that appears in the Book of Psalms — WHO SAID fewil
T@IR MYoK 137 — R ELIEZER SAYS:  TYW3 ¥IIRN bR nwn
o1 Yy ¥TYY — MOSES AND THE ISRAELITES SAID IT WHEN THEY
STOOD BY THE SEA [OF REEDS],S! b x5 12 X5, mmy o —
for at that time THEY SAID, “NOT FOR OUR SAKE, HASHEM, NOT FOR
OUR SAKE, but for Your Name's sake give glory.”® m1 nwn
sy uynh nypY,, A7 AN WIPT — THE DIVINE SPIRIT
REPLIED AND SAID TO THEM, “FOR MY SAKE, FOR MY SAKE I SHALL
DO IT; how can I let My Name be profaned?”™

The Baraisa cites another opinion:

JMIK T 13Y — R YEHUDAH SAYS:™!  nywa iRk DR YU
133 1391 %Y YYY — JOSHUA AND THE ISRAELITES SAID [HAL-
LEL] WHEN THE KINGS OF CANAAN STOOD AGAINST THEM,"  Bn
w3y k5, 1y — for at that time THEY SAID, “NOT FOR OUR SAKE,
HASHEM, not for our sake, but for Your Name's sake give glory.”
431 AWM~ AND [THE DIVINE SPIRIT] REPLIED ete. (“For My
sake, for My sake I shall do it ete.”’]

The Baraisa cites two more opinions:

THIK 1T YYK 127 — R ELAZAR HAMODA'TSAYS: P13
X700 DYy YW yw3 ypx — DEVORAH AND BARAK SAID
(HALLEL ] WHEN SISRA STOOD AGAINSTTHEM, % 137 X5, 1K 07
— for at that time THEY SAID, “NOT FOR OUR SAKE, HASHEM, NOT
FOR OUR SAKE etc.”  "aynY nynb,, 077 nIpix1 1wn whpn mi
“TIWPYK — AND THE PIVINE SPIRIT REPLIED AND SAID TO THEM,
“FOR MY SAKE, FOR MY SAKE I SHALL DO IT etc.” 13 71§78 '31
T 7Y — RELAZAR BEN AZARYAH SAYS: YK nymo1mpin
27mp oYY TYW YW3 — CHIZKIYAH AND HIS CONTINGENT SAID
ITWHEN SANCHEIREV STOOD AGAINST THEM,S7 2% Kb, 1K D
— for at that time THEY SAID, “NOT FOR OUR SAKE etc.”  nawm
7 — AND [THE DIVINE SPIRIT] REPLIED etc.
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